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2010 report
WIth autonomy comes responsIbIlIty1
ForeWord
»makIng a dIFFerence together!«
»science for society« – this was the slo-
gan headlining the first goethe univer-
sity supplement to appear nationwide in 
the weekly newspaper »die Zeit« in Feb-
ruary 2010. eight pages provided a read-
ership of millions with a sweeping view 
of a university which, as well as striving 
for  high-quality  research  and  teaching, 
also  tackles  current  social  challenges. 
Whether  it  is  new  insights  in  research 
into cardiovascular diseases and cancer, 
the  regulation  of  financial  markets  on 
a  german  and  european  level,  or  new 
rules for the society of tomorrow, again 
and  again  goethe  university  academics 
come to the fore in answering our most 
pressing questions. 
Founded  as  a  »citizen’s  university«  in 
1914,  goethe  university  aims  to  make 
a difference – even to Frankfurt’s cul-
tural life, in the form of concerts or un-
usual works of art such as the new out-
sized sculpture »body of knowledge« by 
the catalan artist Jaume plensa on our 
Westend campus’s new main square. 
In  research,  goethe  university  has  be-
come established among the best hessian 
universities, reaching the top – and not 
only  in  international  higher  educa-
tion league tables. a full four faculties 
were  among  the  best  100  in  the  world 
in the shanghai rankings, and one even 
among  the  best  50.  In  hesse’s  loeWe 
state  Initiative  for  the  development  of 
scientific and economic excellence – an 
initiative for excellence covering all hesse 
– goethe university succeeded in gaining 
by far the largest amount of funding. the 
university  also  pulled  off  a  major  coup 
by building the »LOEWE-CSC« super-
computer, one of the most powerful in 
europe and among the most ecological in 
the world. the computer supports top re-
search at gu and other institutes of higher 
education  and  research  centres,  all  of 
which require a great deal of processing 
power.  the  university’s  appointments 
policy also proved successful: in the vast 
majority of cases (80 per cent), the no. 1 
candidate on the list was appointed; more 
than 30 per cent were women. 
»science  for  society«  –  this  motto  also 
means  that  goethe  university  steps  in 
on behalf of its members when they are 
in  difficulty.  thanks  to  public  support, 
we managed to protect our law student 
hassan khateeb and his family from al-
most  certain  deportation.  I  would  like 
to thank all those who helped make this 
possible. this example clearly shows that 
together, we can make a difference, if 
only we try. on that note, I leave you to 
enjoy an inspiring read and gain all kinds 
of new of insights on your voyage of words 
through our 2010 annual report.
best regards,
Werner müller-esterl, president2 3
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key FIgures at goethe unIversIty, 2010
almost 39,000 students In the 2010/2011 WInter semester, oF Whom 6,400 Were InternatIonal students
64 proFessors Were appoInted to Work at goethe unIversIty In 2010, oF Whom 28 per cent Were Women.
goethe unIversIty Is proud oF Its 58 FoundatIon proFessorshIps, FoundatIon vIsItIng proFessorshIps and 
dIstInguIshed proFessorshIps.
number one among hessIan unIversItIes: In 2010 goethe unIversIty succeeded In WInnIng 3 neW loeWe 
proJects.
FoundatIon Funds: €145.5 mIllIon (IncludIng FIrm pledges)
€136 mIllIon In external FundIng (IncludIng loeWe FundIng)
never too young to start … 13,500 schoolchIldren came to the FrankFurt chIldren’s unIversIty In 2010
more than 8 mIllIon Items In the unIversIty lIbrary4 5
research
Competition between universities is mounting, worldwide. Having got off to 
a successful start in the field of research, in 2010 Goethe University was able 
to keep up this development process and further extend its position among 
the country’s top research universities. With its targeted junior staff develop-
ment programme and appointments policy, the university has succeeded in 
expanding its research work in the long term, placing greater emphasis than 
ever on key research areas and considerably improving external funding.
the renowned Shanghai and CHE rankings testify to the success of Frankfurt re-
search. In the shanghai rankings, which compare the research achievements of the 
world’s 500 leading universities, goethe university achieved its best placing yet, with 
a full four faculties and academic fields in the top 100 group. economics/business was 
the only german faculty of its kind to make it into the top 100 group; the same is true 
of natural sciences and mathematics. the faculties of medical science and pharmacy 
even came out among the world’s top 75 (coming second in germany), while the fac-
ulty of physics came out the best, at 48th in the world (third in germany). altogether, 
goethe university assumes a leading position, ranking among the world’s best 150 
universities, thus counting among the best ten in germany and the best 50 in eu-
rope. 
In october 2010, the centre for higher education (che) published its rankings, show-
ing that goethe university is among the european »excellence« group in the fields of 
biology and physics. the year before, the subject of political science had already scored 
a success. altogether, the che has investigated seven fields so far.6 7
bIg competItIons, bIg proJects, bIg allIances
Goethe University is a LoeWe frontrUnner 
In 2010, goethe university came out a 
loeWe frontrunner: it is the most suc-
cessful  university  in  attracting  funding 
for projects as part of the hesse Initiative 
for excellence. LOEWE (the hesse state 
Initiative for the development of scien-
tific and economic excellence) promotes 
outstanding cooperative research projects 
involving institutes of higher education 
and  non-university  research  institutes. 
In 2010, three newly organised loeWe 
projects run by goethe university cele-
brated the awarding of their certificates. 
at  the  »Center  for  Cell  and  Gene 
Therapy«,  goethe  university  scientists 
under prof andreas Zeiher and prof hu-
bert  serve  cooperate  with  researchers 
from georg-speyer-haus, Frankfurt, and 
the max planck Institute for heart and 
lung research in bad nauheim. along 
with their partners, they aim to augment 
cell and gene therapy procedures to make 
them more efficient, safer and more spe-
cific.  combining  the  two  therapeutic 
principles gives hope to scientists at the 
centre and, above all, to patients that in 
future there will be better means of treat-
ing a wide range of serious diseases for 
which there is as yet no successful treat-
ment.  From  2011  to  2013,  the  loeWe 
centre will receive €16.2 million in fund-
ing.
the loeWe priority programme »neu-
ronal  coordination  research  Focus 
Frankfurt«, NeFF for short, carries out 
research  into  brain  diseases.  to  this 
end, scientists have come together from 
goethe university, the max planck Insti-
tute for brain research and the Frankfurt 
Institute  for  advanced  studies  (FIas). 
led by prof ulf Ziemann, the project is 
designed to gain a better understanding 
of phenomena such as perception, atten-
tion,  memory,  emotion  and  conscious-
ness in order to make long-term progress 
in the medicinal treatment of conditions 
such as alzheimer’s or autism. For 2011 
to 2013, the priority programme has re-
ceived €4.3 million in regional funding.
the loeWe priority programme »digital 
humanities« is an interdisciplinary coop-
erative project between humanities, cul-
tural studies and computer science at the 
universities of Frankfurt and darmstadt, 
in  partnership  with  Freies  deutsches 
hochstift (Frankfurt). the goal is to link 
basic research in humanities and cultural 
studies using procedures from computer 
science. the project, run by prof Jost gip-
pert, is designed to develop methods and 
tools to scientifically assess and link digi-
tal data such as images, films or audio re-
cordings. From 2011 to 2013, hesse will 
be providing a total of €3.8 million for 
this purpose.
goethe  university  is  also  involved  in 
the loeWe priority programme »Insect 
biotechnology«, which is to receive €4.5 
million  in  regional  funding  from  2011 
to 2013. the Justus liebig university in 
gießen is in charge of this project. 
goethe  university  is  thus  running  or 
playing  a  role  in  four  loeWe  compe-
tition  centres  and  seven  priority  pro-
grammes: in 2008, it already managed to 
gain three centres and one priority pro-
gramme (lipid signaling research cen-
ter Frankfurt – liFF). In 2009, it made a 
successful application for one more prior-
ity programme, and it plays a key role in 
two more, one run by gießen university 
and the other by the Frankfurt univer-
sity of applied sciences. 
initiatives for exceLLence
the  three  clusters  of  excellence  previ-
ously  gained  by  goethe  university  in 
the  first  phase  of  the  Initiative  for  ex-
cellence – »Formation of normative or-
ders«, »macromolecular complexes« and 
»cardio-pulmonary system« – continued 
their successful scientific work in 2010. 
they will be handing in their extension 
applications on 1 september 2011. 
In  2010,  goethe  university  invested  a 
great deal of energy in preparing for the 
second phase of the federal and state Ini-
tiatives for excellence. three initiatives for 
graduate schools and one for a cluster of 
excellence were selected. these planned 
projects were complemented by an appli-
cation in the »Future promotional strate-
gies« funding stream. on 3 march 2011, 
goethe university was informed by the 
science  council  and  german  research 
Foundation  (dFg)  that  its  applications 
had not been successful. »anyone going 
up against competition needs to be pre-
pared for the possibility of defeat,« said 
prof  Werner  müller-esterl,  university 
president. »however great my regret that 
our applications were not approved, I am 
equally convinced that the ideas, strate-
gies and viewpoints developed in those 
applications will lead the way into the fu-
ture. I hope that we will now find other 
ways and means of achieving these wor-
thy objectives without funding from the 
Initiative for excellence.«
an eye on heaLth
In a national competition to set up health 
centres, goethe university has overcome 
the  first  hurdle  in  the  application  pro-
cess.  the  university  had  applied  jointly 
with the university of mainz and other 
research  institutes  in  the  rhine-main 
area for funding two national health re-
search centres: a german consortium for 
translational cancer research and a ger-
man centre for cardiovascular research. 
both are to be based at the goethe uni-
versity hospital. the research units un-
der prof hubert serve and prof simone 
Fulda (cancer research), and under prof 
andreas Zeiher (cardiovascular research) 
now need to merge their application into 
a  consortium  application,  each  along 
with six other centres. 
openinG of historicaL hUmanities research 
centre 
»nothing  is  of  greater  importance  for 
the innovative potential of the humani-
ties than being disrupted by strange new 
ideas.« this quote calls the tune at the new 
research centre for historical humanities 
at Frankfurt’s goethe university, where 
over 120 scholars from various faculties 
are investigating new ways of research-
ing and learning. after all, as repeatedly 
observed by historian prof bernhard Jus-
sen, who set up the centre and is one of 
two spokespeople for its governing body, 
fundamental academic innovations trig-
gered  by  internal  developments  within 
individual disciplines are noticeably rare 
on the ground: they are far more likely to 
be the result of open dialogue between 
disciplines. the centre provides a venue 
for constant research discussion, closely 
linked to teaching and junior staff devel-
opment  and  with  far-reaching  interna-
tional connections. In the process, it inte-
grates academic expertise from the fields 
of history, philosophy, the romance lan-
guages, english language and literature, 
german, art history and jurisprudence at 
goethe university. one aspect of elemen-
tary importance for work at the research 
centre  is  cooperation  with  outstanding 
non-university institutes in Frankfurt. 8 9
grade – straIght Into scIence
eu FundIng successes 
a boundless thIrst For knoWledge 
I
n  all,  goethe  university  has  so  far 
won eight european research council 
(erc)  grants,  including  two  new  proj-
ects approved in 2010. this puts goethe 
university in fourth place in 2010 among 
german  institutes  of  higher  education 
with the most erc grants.
martin möller, who has worked as a pro-
fessor for algebra and geometry at goethe 
university since 1 January 2010, learned 
in June 2010 that his research work in 
the field of »physical sciences and engi-
neering« was being awarded a »starting 
Independent researcher grant« and one 
million euros for the next five years. prof 
möller’s aim is to understand the complex 
geometry of moduli spaces. these multi-
dimensional spaces are so complex that 
they defeat the imagination even of expe-
rienced mathematicians such as möller. 
another erc grant at goethe university 
was announced in november: the econo-
mist  prof  nicola  Fuchs-schündeln  re-
ceived an erc starting grant (€1.4 mil-
lion) for her project entitled »the role of 
preferences and Institutions in economic 
transitions«.  prof  Fuchs-schündeln 
came to goethe university from harvard 
in  July  2009.  among  other  things,  her 
research deals with the question of how 
political and economic systems shape hu-
manity, and what role that plays in the 
development of economic preferences. 
at the same time, 14 new joint eu proj-
ects began in 2010, three of which were 
run by goethe university scholars. 
For  example,  the  goete  project  (gov-
ernance  of  educational  trajectories  in 
europe. access, coping and relevance of 
education for young people in european 
knowledge  societies  in  a  comparative 
perspective)  looks  into  the  question  of 
which  actors  and  decision-making  pro-
cesses have a decisive effect on learning 
processes in children and young people. 
goete unites researchers from 13 part-
ner  institutions  in  germany,  Finland, 
France,  britain,  Italy,  the  netherlands, 
poland  and  slovenia.  coordinator:  prof 
andreas Walther, Faculty of educational 
sciences.  Funding  for  2010–2012:  €2.7 
million. 
abc4trust (attribute-based credentials 
for  trust)  aims  to  develop  a  procedure 
to facilitate identity management on the 
Internet without putting data protection 
at risk. the european union is providing 
almost  nine  million  euros  to  fund  this 
cooperative project involving 12 institu-
tions from the fields of research, industry 
and practical application. It is coordinated 
by  prof  kai  rannenberg  of  the  Faculty 
of economics and business administra-
tion. abc4trust will be testing out these 
technologies aimed at data protection at 
a swedish school and at the university of 
patras in greece. eu funding for 2011–
2014: €8.85 million.
In addition, the projects undesert and 
bIo-nmr each received more than half 
a million euros of funding. the aim of 
undesert (understanding and combat-
ing desertification to mitigate its impact) 
is to gain a better understanding of pro-
gressive  desertification  and  land  degra-
dation in West africa, and to combat it. 
nine universities and research institutes 
from seven countries are cooperating on 
the project. gu researcher participating: 
dr karen hahn, Faculty of biological sci-
ences. project duration: 2010–2015, proj-
ect funding: €3.5 million. 
the bIo-nmr project (bio-nmr: nmr 
for structural biology, with nmr stand-
ing  for  »nuclear  magnetic  resonance«) 
is designed to strengthen and shape the 
infrastructure of biological nmr, its user 
community and research into biological 
nmr in general, in order to meet increas-
ingly complex biomedical challenges with 
high-quality  research  work.  the  bio-
nmr consortium is made up of leading 
european  nmr  infrastructure  centres; 
the  project  opens  them  up  to  scientists 
from  throughout  europe.  prof  harald 
schwalbe  of  the  Faculty  of  biochemis-
try, chemistry and pharmacy is involved 
on the part of goethe university. project 
duration: 2010–2014, project funding: €9 
million. 
the  aim  of  the  JudaIca  europeana 
project (Jewish urban digital european 
Integrated cultural archive) is to create 
a multilingual means of access to Jewish 
cultural collections. their great variety is 
reflected in the hundreds and thousands 
of  items  such  as  books,  manuscripts, 
journals, audio recordings, images, pho-
tographs,  postcards,  posters,  films,  and 
even buildings and cemeteries, scattered 
across  a  wide  range  of  collections.  the 
plan  is  to  put  digitalised  items  online, 
and to start digitalising millions of pages 
of text and thousands of items. Judaica 
europeana  involves  ten  institutions  in 
Frankfurt,  london,  athens,  bologna, 
budapest, paris, rome and Warsaw. It is 
coordinated  by  dr  rachel  heuberger  of 
the Johann christian senckenberg uni-
versity library. the eu is providing €1.5 
million of funding for the project. 
In 2009, a joint platform was created for doctorates in the 
natural sciences and life sciences: the new goethe graduate 
academy for the life and natural sciences (grade). this 
unites the otto stern school (oss) for Integrated doctoral 
education and the Frankfurt International research gradu-
ate school for translational biomedicine (FIrst). since its 
foundation, the grade programme has been extended: in 
July 2010, the goethe university senate decided to establish 
grade as an umbrella organisation for uniform, cross-dis-
ciplinary doctoral teaching for all doctoral students. grade 
deals with converging tasks for the research training groups 
and graduate programmes. these include meeting quality 
standards, gaining and integrating doctoral candidates (42 
percent of them international), providing for key qualifica-
tions, supporting doctoral students and communicating with 
alumni, the business world and society.
GraDe, the Goethe Graduate 
academy, boasts a share of 
42 percent of foreign doctoral 
students from 48 countries.10 11
house oF FInance
sUpervisinG insUrance reGULation
In 2010, the International center for In-
surance  regulation  (IcIr),  a  globally 
unique academic centre, took up its work 
at goethe university. the idea behind the 
IcIr  is  to  bring  together  the  latest  de-
velopments and findings on the topic of 
insurance regulation and take them fur-
ther in the form of independent research. 
along with the goethe business school it 
aims to bring the latest scientific findings 
to the regulation authorities and insur-
ance companies. 
knoWLeDGe transfer betWeen the hoUse of fi-
nance anD pUbLic poLitics the poLicy pLatform
at the start of 2010, the center for Fi-
nancial studies, the Institute for law and 
Finance, the Institute for monetary and 
Financial  stability  and  the  e-Finance 
lab – four research institutes based at the 
house of Finance – founded the »policy 
platform«.  the  aim  of  this  joint  initia-
tive is to bring research results into the 
public eye and heighten communication 
with applied political practice. the policy 
platform provides academics at the house 
of  Finance  and  the  goethe  university 
Faculties of law / economics and busi-
ness administration with the conditions 
they need to do so: they can electroni-
cally publish politically relevant research 
results in the fields of financial and fiscal 
policy, banking and the money market, 
consumer  finance  and  commercial  law 
in the form of extensive white papers or 
shorter policy letters on the policy plat-
form website. the target groups are deci-
sion-makers in parliaments and national 
and european institutions, and interested 
members of the public. Furthermore, the 
policy platform organises meetings tak-
ing place throughout the year between 
scholars from the house of Finance and 
high-ranking politicians and representa-
tives  of  public  authorities.  these  work-
shops provide a setting in which to ex-
change ideas in small groups.
g
oethe university’s Institute for ad-
vanced studies in the humanities in 
bad homburg opened in the 2009 sum-
mer  semester.  now  in  its  second  year, 
it  has  become  firmly  established  as  a 
venue for international exchange. some 
20 scholars from all over the world used 
the opportunity to extend their research 
and take part in interdisciplinary discus-
sion. topics ranged from the history of 
the early Federal republic to the rights 
of women in Iran or »cosmopolitanism 
within a country«. the fellows’ and guest 
scientists’ work is from the viewpoint of 
history and philosophy, law and political 
science.
the Iranian lawyer and human rights ac-
tivist shadi sadr, for example, was hosted 
for roughly six months. sadr investigated 
the  relationship  between  the  Iranian 
women’s  movement  and  the  »green 
movement«  (the  2009  protests  and  re-
formatory actions in reaction to the dis-
puted elections). sadr was arrested sev-
eral times in Iran. For her commitment 
she has received, among other things, the 
u.s.  state  department’s  »International 
Women of courage award«.
For  several  months,  the  political  phi-
losophers prof david owen of the uni-
versity  of  southampton  and  prof  peter 
niesen of tu darmstadt worked together 
with members of the Frankfurt cluster 
of  excellence  »Formation  of  normative 
orders« on a shared topic. they sum up 
their project, funded as part of the clus-
ter, under the heading »cosmopolitanism 
within a country«. this means a mediat-
ing idea linking the world, which is made 
up of separate countries, and the concept 
of a world state, an all-encompassing po-
litical community.
seyla  benhabib,  a  prominent  professor 
of political theory and philosophy at yale 
university, was one of the speakers at the 
international  human  rights  conference 
run at the university by the cluster of ex-
cellence. Ideas triggered by the research 
unit constantly play a part in Frankfurt 
research and teaching.
20 FelloWs From around the World In Its second year 
InstItute For advanced studIes In the humanItIes
house of finance on the Westend campus
for further information and access to the publications, see the policy platform website: 
www.hof.uni-frankfurt.de/policy_platform
safe haven for thinking among nature:   
the human sciences research unit12 13
The LOEWE-CSC supercomputer has made Frankfurt one of the most 
powerful scientific computing centres in the world. On 23 November 
2010, the computer was officially launched at Höchst industrial park. 
It is mainly to be used for simulations, data assessment and other 
computing tasks at the future FAIR accelerator centre, at the GSI 
Helmholtz Centre in Darmstadt, and for a wide variety of scientific 
work on brain research undertaken by FIAS and Goethe University. 
Other tasks include calculations on how climate change affects bio-
diversity, and in the field of macromolecular chemistry. The computer 
was designed by the Frankfurt computer scientist Prof Volker Linden-
struth, who has taught at Goethe University since 2009 and is also 
a LOEWE professor at the Frankfurt Institute for Advanced Studies 
(FIAS) and at the Helmholtz International Centre for FAIR (HIC for 
FAIR), along with the head of the Goethe University Center for Scien-
tific Computing (CSC), Prof Hans Jürgen Lüdde. 
The  world  GREEN500  rankings  put  the  LOEWE-CSC  among  the 
greatest computers in Europe with the best energy balance: with 
a one-watt input, it can perform 740 million operations per second 
(megaflops). While the computing power of each processor is about 
a quarter higher than the processors previously used in supercom-
puters, altogether the LOEWE-CSC uses just a quarter of the energy 
required by comparably fast mainframes.
supercomputer WIth a green conscIence 
s
ince  its  foundation  in  2004  as  a 
goethe  university  foundation,  the 
Frankfurt Institute for advanced studies 
(FIas) has developed into a focal point 
for top research in hesse. 
»at the FIas we use theoretical methods 
to study what are mainly interdisciplin-
ary problems, somewhere on a spectrum 
between the traditional research fields of 
physics, chemistry, biology, the neurosci-
ences and computer sciences,« explains 
the chief executive of the FIas, prof dirk 
hermann rischke.
For the FIas, supporting top research in 
hesse  on  an  international  level  means, 
above all, creating instruments for new 
scientific progress by means of theoretical 
preliminary work and analysis. In 2010, 
FIas  researchers  achieved  noteworthy 
heights in two fields: 
In cooperation with the helmholtz Inter-
national centre for FaIr (hIc for FaIr), 
the  hessian  universities  of  Frankfurt 
(goethe university), gießen and darm-
stadt were closely integrated into prepa-
rations  for  the  new  international  FaIr 
accelerator centre. FaIr is one of the big-
gest, most exciting basic research projects 
in the field of physics worldwide; as part 
of the project, a unique international re-
search centre is being established at the 
gsI (helmholtz centre for heavy Ion re-
search)  in  darmstadt,  comparable  with 
cern in geneva.
at  the  goethe  university  center  for 
scientific  computing  (csc),  one  of  the 
most energy-efficient supercomputers in 
europe is being put into operation: the 
loeWe-csc. modern research requires 
faster and faster computers – thanks to 
work at the FIas, the algorithms required 
for the computer‘s specialised technology 
were developed within just a few months 
(for more, see p. 13).
the FIas researchers‘ aim is to under-
stand the complex laws of nature, to use 
them to develop computer models and to 
use these models to achieve new findings 
and  pose  new  questions.  prof  rischke 
spoke on behalf of the board: »It is pre-
cisely the borderlines between different 
disciplines which hold exciting prospects, 
such as ion therapy for cancer, developed 
in  cooperation  with  physicists  and  the 
life sciences. this type of research work 
can only be a success if there is close co-
operation between the fields of physics, 
chemistry, biology, computer science and 
the life sciences.“
FIas – netWork FlagshIp
the fathers of the »green« supercomputer:   
prof hans-Jürgen Lüdde (left) and prof volker Lindenstruth14 15
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010 was a particularly eventful year 
for teaching at goethe university, not 
least due to the »Bologna workshops«. 
these were called into being in the winter 
of 2009/2010 during the student protests, 
which were mainly against the bologna 
reforms. at the suggestion of the univer-
sity management, students, teaching staff 
and  goethe  university  employees  came 
together  in  this  forum  to  discuss  the 
problems on the bachelor’s and master’s 
courses  and  develop  possible  solutions 
together. the students’ complaints about 
the bachelor’s and master’s programmes 
were  taken  up  in  an  open  discussion. 
the vice-president in charge of teaching, 
prof  manfred  schubert-Zsilavecz,  often 
agreed with the students’ viewpoint, for 
example when it came to the heavy ex-
amination workload, the call for greater 
freedom on courses or new regulations for 
the transition from bachelor’s to master’s 
degrees. »In the past, we did not make 
the most of every opportunity regarding 
course design. For example, it does no-
one any harm to complete a bachelor’s 
degree in eight semesters instead of six, 
if that is their wish«, the vice-president 
summed up. at the bologna workshops, 
joint  proposals  for  improvement  were 
thus developed, and then passed as rec-
ommendations for each faculty. the bo-
logna workshops are to be continued as 
a permanent institution for all groups in-
volved in teaching to discuss current top-
ics of interest. 
since 2010, a one-day Dean of Students’ 
Office  symposium  has  also  been  held 
once a semester. this is attended by the 
deans of students’ office and by faculty 
staff responsible for organising teaching, 
along with staff from the central univer-
sity facilities. the event provides plenty 
of  time  for  regular,  detailed  discussion 
on teaching-related topics such as student 
marketing,  quality  assurance  or  inter-
nationalisation, examining matters in a 
wider context. current issues and topics 
in the field of studying and teaching also 
come  up  at  regular  meetings  with  the 
Deans of Students’ Office. 
better stUDent-to-professor ratio  
thanks to senior professorships
In 2010, goethe university introduced se-
nior professorships as a way of improving 
student-to-professor ratios. the basic idea 
is to attract professors who would like to 
do their bit for goethe university beyond 
the age of 65 by taking on teaching work. 
by the end of 2010, five senior professor-
ship  positions  had  already  been  filled. 
the programme is financed from funding 
provided by the hesse state government 
aimed at improving the quality of study-
ing conditions and of teaching.
more stUDents, neW proGrammes
hesse  recently  changed  the  minimum 
time required to gain the german higher 
education  qualification  certificate  from 
13  to  12  years,  meaning  that  in  a  few 
years'  time,  two  sets  of  schoolchildren 
will be graduating at once. this will not 
affect the university for a few years, but 
the number of students is already rising 
noticeably. eight per cent more students 
than  last  year  enrolled  this  year,  with 
39,000  altogether.  the  number  of  first-
year students (starting their first semester 
in their subject in summer 2010 and win-
ter 2010/11) rose 13.9 per cent to 11,500. 
studyIng and teachIng
senior professors like Jürgen Wolfart strive to create a better student-to-professor ratio at Goethe University.16 17
accolades For teachIng trIumphs
W
hile  research  remained  in  the 
foreground  at  german  institutes 
of higher education for many years, to-
day  teaching  is  fast  catching  up.  the 
quality of teaching is gaining greater sig-
nificance as an indicator of a university’s 
attraction. 
at the conferral of the Hessian Univer-
sity  Award  for  Excellent  Teaching, 
two members of goethe university were 
among the winners. the hesse ministry 
of  higher  education,  research  and  the 
arts and the non-profit hertie Founda-
tion  have  been  presenting  this  award 
since 2007 for outstanding and innova-
tive higher education teaching. the first 
prize  (€150,000)  went  to  prof  Frank 
koch and pankaj singh of the Faculty of 
medicine,  with  their  dama  project  on 
the  diagnosis  of  the  ocular  fundus  and 
ocular microsurgery. the pair developed 
a virtual reality training system used to 
teach prospective ophthalmologists. this 
diagnosis simulator can be used to prac-
tise  ophthalmoscopy  and  diagnose  and 
treat various symptoms. this allows stu-
dents to carry out surgical procedures on 
the virtual eye and hone their skills in 
their craft at no cost to patients. 
the students’ award (€15,000) went to 
the tutors Jan uphoff, marius schmidt, 
sarah ottersbach and harald meixner of 
the Faculty of physics for their e-learning 
video  project  »podcast-Wiki-physik«. 
their videos and online archive of spe-
cialist articles help students during home 
study. the tutor group produced podcasts 
on physics experiments, complex subjects 
and  difficult  topics  to  complement  the 
lectures as well as on various fields of re-
search at the faculty. 
one  means  of  boosting  awareness  of 
teaching at goethe university is the an-
nual awarding of the 1822 Foundation 
and  University  Award  for  Excellent 
Teaching. students play a key role in this 
thanks to their right to propose candidates 
for the award. In 2010, the award went to:
dr guido Woldering, Faculty of  •	
linguistics, cultural and civilisation 
studies, art studies  
(1st prize: €15,000),
matthias häbich, Faculty of  •	
computer science and mathematics 
(2nd prize: €10,000)
prof knut Wenzel, Faculty of  •	
catholic theology (3rd prize: €5,000)
tWo neW programmes hIt the headlInes
a
rt for practical purposes: goethe university and Frankfurt's städelschule art col-
lege are jointly offering the new master's course in »Curatorial Studies«. over 
two years, students prepare to work as museum curators, exhibition producers or art 
critics. even as they study, they can combine theory and specialised knowledge with 
issues and practical information relevant to curators and art critics. to achieve this, 
the two institutes of higher education are cooperating with several Frankfurt art in-
stitutions: the städel museum (art from the 14th century to today), the liebieghaus 
(sculptures from 5,000 years of history), the mmk museum of modern art, the his-
torical museum, the museum of World cultures and the portikus (an exhibition hall 
for contemporary art). thanks to the close contact with the museums involved, stu-
dents are drawn into discussions about the design and implementation of exhibitions 
and how to present collections. the annual intake of just 12 to 15 students guarantees 
a very special student-to-professor ratio. 
In the 2010/2011 winter semester, germany's first course in »Islamic Studies« be-
gan in Frankfurt. the bachelor's course is in high demand from students, with over 
100 enrolments. the programme is seen as a discipline related to Islam, combining 
theology with general aspects from the humanities, cultural studies and social sci-
ences. It involves courses in arabic, ottoman and persian as well as interreligious 
modules, lectures with a historical focus and courses on Islamic law and reading the 
Qur'an. vice-president prof matthias lutz-bachmann believes that a centre for Is-
lamic studies can play an important part in improving the understanding of Islam 
in a central european context, while simultaneously helping pose new questions of 
Islam in the context of an enlightened academic tradition. the introduction of the 
new course was also one reason why goethe university received joint funding for a 
»Centre for Islamic Studies« along with the university of gießen in February 2011. 
this means that hesse's largest university will be receiving roughly four million euros 
more over the next few years. the main purpose of this funding is to improve research 
and teaching skills in this field considerably.
matthias häbich (left) from the institute of 
mathematics has a knack of ably teaching 
students even difficult mathematic content. 
because of this, one of his awards included 
second prize for excellent teaching. he 
was congratulated by (from left) university 
president prof Werner müller-esterl, vice 
president prof manfred schubert-Zsilavecz 
and city councillor prof felix semmelroth.18 19
a 
man, lost in thought, hugging his knees. »body of knowledge«, by 
the spanish artist Jaume plensa, is made up of twisted letters from 
eight alphabets welded together and is meant to represent humanity’s col-
lective knowledge. plensa is fascinated by writing systems and the way 
individual letters can create a whole world. this, too, is reflected in his 
»body of knowledge«, donated to goethe university by honorary senator 
Johanna Quandt. since the 1980’s, plensa has made a name for himself 
internationally, above all with his outsized sculptures, winning numerous 
awards. one famous work is the »crown Fountain« in chicago’s millen-
nium park. since december 2010, his new sculpture »body of knowledge« 
has been turning heads at the Westend campus square. at the unveiling 
ceremony, plensa described the relationship between his work of art and 
its location: »our body houses our minds. the university is an extension 
of our body. a place where people and ideas, tradition and the future come 
together to converse and weave the web of human knowledge.«20 21
goethe unIversIty keeps on buIldIng 
stone by stone
I
n 2010, the construction cranes once 
again  swung  away  tirelessly  at  the 
Westend,  riedberg  and  niederrad  sites, 
progressing in leaps and bounds with the 
construction  and  extension  of  hesse’s 
largest university. at the riedberg cam-
pus for the natural sciences in north-west 
Frankfurt, and at Westend, probably ger-
many’s most beautiful campus, near the 
city  centre,  major  construction  projects 
were  continued  with  an  investment  of 
well over €300 million.
rieDberG campUs
at the end of 2010, three major construc-
tion  projects  at  riedberg  were  nearing 
completion: 
a new institute complex has been  •	
built for the biological sciences. this 
unites labs and offices, lecture the-
atres, an animal laboratory, a cafeteria 
and rooms for seminars and courses. 
a hothouse unit with extensive 
propagation space will round off the 
institute’s facilities. 
the otto-stern-Zentrum will become  •	
the new gateway to the riedberg cam-
pus. With a lecture theatre section, 
departmental library and cafeteria 
with outdoor seating, it will provide 
an infrastructure for the entire site. 
at the same time, work is in full 
swing at the new campus square. 
In future, the research building for  •	
the »macromolecular complexes« 
cluster of excellence will provide 
workspaces for up to 100 scientists. 
on the riedberg campus, as elsewhere, 
balancing family life with studying or a 
career plays an important role. In 2009, 
a provisory day-care centre was opened; 
now  the  state  of  hesse  has  granted  its 
fundamental  approval  for  a  large  day-
care centre planned along with the max 
planck society. this will create 135 child-
care places. 
discussions are also being held with the 
state of hesse about approval of the plan-
ning competition for the new chemistry 
building. this is to be constructed in two 
phases, with work due to start in 2013. 
unIversIty In progress 
state-of-the-art research facilities can be 
found on the natural sciences riedberg 
campus: one of them being the biologicum.22 23
»house oF peace« opens  
playIng a part In IntegratIon
a 
place for shared silence, meditation or prayer: on 5 october 2010, the »house of 
peace« was officially opened on the Westend campus. the building, right by the 
hall of residence run by the protestant and catholic churches, is designed as a place 
of retreat at goethe university, where people of every religion and culture can come 
together. 
the Intercultural centre on the Westend campus is the only building of its kind at any 
german university, setting an excellent example. the design by the architect ludwig 
karl (karl + probst, munich) deliberately eschews any images or figures representing 
individual religions. muslim believers can roll out their prayer mats on the ground 
and store them in a cabinet. apart from that, there is only a gallery, some chairs and 
stools and a few golden design elements on the wall. the room is open to all university 
members during the week from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. In the evenings and at the weekends, 
it will be a venue for yoga, the christian meditation group, the ecumenical prayer 
meeting and fortnightly sunday services.
WestenD campUs
on the Westend campus, the topping-out 
ceremony was held on 25 november 2010 
for the new institute building for social 
sciences, educational sciences, psychol-
ogy and human geography, including a 
joint departmental library. this is part of 
the second stage of construction. mean-
while, work is continuing on the office 
section for the central administration de-
partment, with the addition of the uni-
versity  computer  centre  headquarters. 
an underground car park is to be built 
beneath  the  two  buildings.  altogether, 
construction is taking place on more than 
70,000 m² of gross external area, with to-
tal costs coming to roughly €170 million. 
In summer 2012, the new buildings are 
to be inaugurated. 
nearby, the max planck society is con-
structing  its  new  institute  building  for 
european legal history. Work is due to 
start in the first quarter of 2011.
as on the bockenheim campus – where 
goethe university was founded – West-
end will include a student union build-
ing, to be completed by 2013. 
the day-care centre on the Westend cam-
pus currently houses 48 children. plans 
for extending the campus include extend-
ing this centre within a short time. after 
this extension, which has already been 
approved by the state, twice the number 
of places will be available.
an additional hall of residence with 200 
residential units is also to be built by the 
studentenwerk  (student  affairs  associa-
tion). In 2008, a hall of residence for 425 
students was already built on the West-
end campus by the protestant and catho-
lic churches.
University hospitaL: improveD Use thanks to 
centraLisation
In just the last few years, the goethe uni-
versity hospital has undergone a consid-
erable transformation. old buildings have 
been demolished or renovated as part of 
restructuring work; new ones are being 
built. by restructuring its buildings, the 
hospital  aims  to  improve  its  work  pro-
cesses.  For  example,  it  hopes  to  avoid 
time  wasted  by  long  distances  between 
the different treatment centres. 
In  2010,  the  restoration  of  the  central 
ward block made good progress. both sec-
tions of building 23 are being given a self-
cleaning silver facade. new soundproofed 
windows will make patients’ rooms qui-
eter  and  regulate  the  temperature  per-
fectly. at the same time, restoration and 
renovation has progressed on the lower 
floors of the building. Work is due to be 
completed in spring 2013. over the next 
few years, the second stage of construc-
tion  is  to  follow  at  building  23  (costs: 
roughly  €200  million).  among  other 
things, it is to house the ophthalmology 
centre,  the  otolaryngology  centre,  the 
centre for neurology and neurosurgery 
and the Institute of neuroradiology. the 
hospital pharmacy is located in the base-
ment. the number of intensive and inter-
mediate care beds will also be consider-
ably increased and the central operating 
unit will gain another eight theatres. 
In June 2010, the foundation stone was 
also laid for the european cardiovascular 
science center (ecscF) research build-
ing. From autumn 2012, scientists in this 
building, which houses the »cardio-pul-
monary  system«  cluster  of  excellence, 
will  be  investigating  the  development 
and progress of cardiovascular diseases, 
one aim being to turn the latest findings 
into  innovative  strategies  and  processes 
for diagnosis and treatment.
in the last few years, the Goethe University hospital has undergone a considerable transformation. 24 25
neW developments For the unIversIty admInIstratIon
the neW hiGher eDUcation pact
along with the increased freedom it gained on becoming a privately funded univer-
sity, goethe university also took on increased responsibility. With this in mind, in the 
third year of its autonomy, it has further improved its facilities for administration and 
quality management. In 2010, there have been some important changes of direction 
in the field of studying and teaching, thanks in part to the new office of »teaching and 
Quality assurance«. In the field of research, goethe university achieved a very good 
position in the rankings and had continued success on the hessian loeWe excellence 
programme. at the same time, the new 2011 – 2015 higher education pact (hoch-
schulpakt), an organisational agreement between the federal republic/states and uni-
versities, poses new challenges for the future development of goethe university.
university president prof Werner müller-esterl and his counterpart at tu darmstadt, 
hans Jürgen prömel, long argued against and opposed the new pact (for 2011 – 2015). 
however, as the hessian institutes of higher education were unable to present a united 
front, a failure to sign the pact would have meant goethe university losing all cer-
tainty when it came to planning, especially as it would have had to re-negotiate its 
budget with the hessian state government every year. For this reason, hesse's largest 
university also ended up signing the pact in line with the recommendation proposed 
by the senate on 17 may 2010. by 2015, the pact plans to cut the budget for hessian in-
stitutes of higher education by € 30 million, while research work will also receive less 
funding in future. goethe university is the most heavily affected by these changes: 
it will be forced to take cuts of a good € 10 million a year. at the same time, hessian 
universities are having to take on a far higher number of students to avoid further 
financial losses.
Goethe University has been certified as a 
family-friendly university.26 27
cooperative internationaLisation
the university and its location profit greatly from one another. goethe university 
makes the most of this in its internationalisation strategy, working purposefully with 
the city of Frankfurt and the state of hesse to promote the university’s strengths and 
potential for development by means of international cooperation. »We are creating a 
network of partnerships with excellent institutes of higher education in major cities 
of north america, asia and africa, building on our proven regional scientific skills 
while making the most of cooperation between the city of Frankfurt and the state 
of hesse – and our involvement is strengthening that partnership,« says prof rainer 
klump, vice-president of International affairs. thus goethe university has joined up 
with the university of toronto, prague’s charles university, tel aviv university, the 
university of Wisconsin-madison and the university of osaka – these key partners are 
top universities in Frankfurt’s twin cities or hesse’s twin regions. In august and sep-
tember 2010, extensive partnership agreements were signed with toronto and osaka 
in this context. goethe university is also using new formats to develop these partner-
ships; for example, in october 2010 an international conference on »The University 
and the City« was held at the Westend campus in cooperation with the university 
of toronto. »this conference was specially designed to boost our relationship with 
toronto,« explained dr martin bickl, head of the goethe university International 
office. »It is one result of our tactic of maintaining fewer, but closer partnerships 
with other institutes of higher education in future«. at the conference there was thus 
intensive discussion between the university of toronto and goethe university, ex-
tending from university management to town planning issues, migration research 
and development of the city and region. »the universities learned a great deal from 
one another in this process,« said vice-president klump, »and intend to keep up the 
dialogue at this level«.
cItIZens’ unIversIty
g
oethe  university  sees  itself  as  a 
citizens’  university:  founded  by 
citizens  of  Frankfurt  in  1914,  it  has 
close connections to the city through 
its origins alone. the university regu-
larly invites people from the city and 
region  to  take  part  in  intramural 
events.  there  are  now  activities  suit-
able for all age ranges: in 2010 Frank-
furt's kinderuni (children’s university) 
delighted 13,500 young learners with a 
week of 15 lectures; older schoolchil-
dren can take part in experiments at 
the school labs and on special holiday 
courses, and during the winter semes-
ter over 3,000 visitors attended the u3l 
(university of the third age) courses 
for older learners. since 2009, the uni-
versity has even been running special 
»citizens’ lectures«. In fact, the univer-
sity broke all records in the 2010/2011 
winter semester when it invited guests 
to a series of eight events on the topic 
of justice, held in cooperation with the 
cluster  of  excellence  on  »Formation 
of normative orders« and the »Frank-
furter rundschau« newspaper. on av-
erage, 150 people wanted to attend the 
experts’  lectures  every  evening  and 
take part in discussions with them.
From  31  october  2010,  the  casino 
hall on the Westend campus was also 
regularly  transformed  into  a  concert 
hall. the new »Skyline Symphony« 
chamber  orchestra  provides  a  forum 
for international artists and is aimed, 
above all, at an audience of students. 
It is made up of the best students at the 
Frankfurt university of music and per-
forming  arts  (hfmdk)  playing  with 
top-class  experienced  musicians.  the 
skyline  symphony  succeeded  in  at-
tracting michael sanderling as its ar-
tistic director: he is considered one of 
the most interesting conductors of his 
generation.
the  concerts  complement  the  perfor-
mances by the traditional Frankfurter 
Universitätsmusik ensemble with its 
choir and orchestra of academics, who 
regularly play at end-of-semester con-
certs in the magnificent bockenheim 
campus assembly hall, directed by dr 
helmut  bartel.  there  are  now  more 
than 70 choir members and 60 instru-
mentalists: students, goethe university 
members, their families and alumni.
in october 2010, president prof Werner 
müller-esterl and his foreign counterpart prof 
kiyokazu Washida sealed the academic partner-
ship between Goethe University and osaka 
University. prof saskia sassen held the keynote 
speech in frankfurt’s town hall, the römer. 
celebrating together: Goethe Uni-
versity’s summer party was held on 
the riedberg campus in 2010.28 29
1 december | research FundIng / 
excellence
state minister eva kühne-hörmann presents 
goethe university with approval letters and 
certificates for three new loeWe projects: in 
the next three years the center for cell and 
gene therapy and the two priority pro-
grammes »neuronal coordination research 
Focus Frankfurt« and »digital humanities« 
will receive a total of €24.3 million in fund-
ing from the state of hesse. 
10 december | studyIng and teachIng
the donors’ association and nixdorf Foun-
dation put forward a total of €400,000 in 
funding for the goethe university’s »city air 
sets you free« application. the money is to go 
into creative teaching methods in the arts and 
humanities.
13 december | studyIng and teachIng
hessian university award for excellent teach-
ing presented: the goethe university’s prof 
Frank koch and pankaj singh receive first 
prize, worth €150,000. the tutors’ award 
(€15,000) goes to a group of students for their 
»podcast-Wiki-physik« project.
16 december | trIbutes
three student production teams accept their 
awards having won the »goethetube«, a 
student video competition, during the 5th 
elearning network day.
16 december | prIvately Funded 
unIversIty 
the outsized sculpture »body of knowledge« 
by the spanish artist Jaume plensa is inaugu-
rated at a ceremony on the Westend campus. 
It is donated by honorary senator Johanna 
Quandt.

 
tImelIne
QuIck overvIeW oF 2010
19 January | trIbutes
the biochemist prof Ivan dikic is awarded an 
advanced Investigator grant in the second 
round of european research council (erc) 
calls for proposals. this grant of €2.5 million 
allows dikic to go ahead with his planned 
programme of research into cancer and in-
flammation.
20 January | research 
goethe university and the gsI (helmholtz 
centre for heavy Ion research) sign a co-
operation agreement for the planned FaIr 
accelerator facility.
 
12 march | prIvately Funded unIversIty
goethe university has its own new collective 
bargaining agreement promising uniform 
wage regulations and more flexible working 
hours.
17 march | prIvately Funded unIversIty
goethe university reports that its 2009 exter-
nal funding results are up 14 per cent on the 
previous year. this means that of its overall 
budget of €317 million, more than 40 per cent 
is external funding.
19 aprIl | personnel
prof stefan Zeuzem, who has been director 
of the goethe university hospital’s medi-
cal department I since 2007, and four other 
professors of medicine, are appointed to the 
scientific commission of the german council 
of science and humanities.
17 may | unIversIty polIcy
despite serious misgivings regarding the cuts 
proposed by the hessian government, in view 
of the threatened consequences, university 
president prof müller-esterl signs the higher 
education pact (hochschulpakt) with the sen-
ate’s approval.
27 may | personnel
Frankfurt Zoo director prof manfred niekisch 
is appointed adjunct professor by goethe 
university. he will be representing the field of 
»International nature conservation«. 
13 June | trIbutes
the »1822 Foundation and university award 
for excellent teaching« goes to dr guido 
Woldering, mathias häbich and prof knut 
Wenzel.
18 June | cItIZens’ unIversIty 
the »night of science« and the goethe uni-
versity summer festival delight students, staff 
and local people at the riedberg campus.
 
28 June | trIbutes
professor of mathematics martin möller is 
awarded a starting Independent researcher 
grant in the third round of european re-
search council (erc) calls for proposals. 
8 July | trIbutes
at the academic Festival for friends and sup-
porters of goethe university, prof Wilhelm 
bender (head of the Friends association) and 
president prof Werner müller-esterl present a 
range of awards for outstanding diplom and 
magister papers and dissertations. 
17 July | events
goethe university holds its first alumni sum-
mer ball on the Westend campus for former 
gu students and friends of the university.
10 september | rankIngs
a whole four faculties and academic fields 
from goethe university feature in the shang-
hai rankings’ world top 100. altogether, 
goethe university assumes a leading position, 
ranking among the world’s best 150 universi-
ties, counting among the best ten in germany 
and the best 50 in europe.
13 september | events / cItIZens’ 
unIversIty 
the 8th Frankfurt children’s university is 
launched. three lectures a day studying top-
ics from current years of science: the Inter-
national year of biodiversity and the future 
of energy.
22 september | studyIng and teachIng
go-ahead from the university senate to put 
into practice recommendations from the 
bologna workshops.
5 october | campus modernIsatIon
opening of the »house of peace« intercul-
tural centre on the Westend campus. 
29 october | rankIngs
new rankings from the centre for higher 
education (che) put goethe university’s 
departments of biology and physics in the 
european »excellence« group. 
1 november | prIvately Funded 
unIversIty
the internationally renowned social philoso-
pher prof oskar negt makes a living bequest 
of his academic estate to the Frankfurt ar-
chive centre.
22 november | research 
InFrastructure
the loeWe-csc supercomputer starts up at 
the höchst industrial park. 
24 november | unIversIty polIcy 
the International center for Insurance regu-
lation (IcIr), a globally unique academic cen-
tre, takes up its work at goethe university. 
25 november | trIbutes
prof nicola Fuchs-schündeln, an economist 
at goethe university and a member of the 
»normative orders« cluster of excellence, 
receives an erc starting grant. 30 31
research traininG GroUps in 2010
Business Finance and Monetary 
Economics (Faculty 2)
speaker: prof christian schlag
Institute of business management
Sentence Types: Variation and 
Interpretation (Faculties 9, 10)
speaker: prof Jost gippert
Institute of german language and  
literature II
International research training group: 
Roles of eicosanoids in biology and 
medicine (Faculties 14, 15)
speaker: prof dieter steinhilber
Institute of pharmaceutical chemistry
International research training group: 
Political Communication from the 
Ancient World to the Twentieth Century 
(Faculty 8)
speaker: prof luise schorn-schütte
historical seminar; universita degli studi 
di trento (Italy), alma mater studiorum 
– università di bologna (Italy), leoplod-
Franzens-universität Innsbruck (austria); the 
università degli studi di pavia (Italy) is also 
associated 
Research, Development and Safety of 
Biologicals (Faculties 16/14/Georg Speyer 
House)
speaker: prof Josef m. pfeilschifter,
Institute for general pharmaceutics and 
toxicology
internationaL max pLanck research schooLs
Comparative Legal History
speakers: prof albrecht cordes, prof michael 
stolleis, 
goethe university, Institute of legal history, 
Faculty 1; mpI for european legal history 
(Frankfurt)
Structure and Function of Biological 
Membranes
speakers: prof Werner kühlbrandt (mpI), 
prof Jürgen bereiter-hahn  
(goethe university), 
mpI biophysics (Frankfurt); goethe 
university, brain research, Faculty 15
Atmospheric Physics and Chemistry
speakers: prof Jos lelieveld (mainz), prof 
ulrich schmidt (goethe university)
mpI of meteorology and geophysics (mainz); 
goethe university, Faculty 11
Heart and Lung Research
speaker: prof thomas braun
mpI for heart and lung research  
(bad nauheim)
heLmhoLtZ research schooL
Quark Matter Studies in Heavy Ion 
Collisions
coordinator: prof harald appelshäuser
Institute of nuclear physics, Faculty 13
heLmhoLtZ GraDUate schooL
Hadron and Ion Research, at the 
GSI Helmholtz Centre for Heavy Ion 
Research in Darmstadt
Joint venture partners: universities of 
darmstadt, Frankfurt, gießen, heidelberg 
and mainz
speaker at goethe university:  
prof harald appelshäuser
Institute of nuclear physics, Faculty 13
voLksWaGen foUnDation DoctoraL schooL
Judgement and canonicity in a post-civil 
knowledge-based society
university lecturers involved: prof gerhard 
Wild, Institute of romance languages and 
literatures, Faculty 10
coordinator: dr matthias beilein, göttingen 
university
internationaL phD proGrammes (ipps)
IPP on Religion in Dialogue
project leader: prof Wiedenhofer
chair in Fundamental theology, Faculty 7
IPP in Social Sciences
project leader: prof tilla siegel,
sociology, focusing on industrial and 
organisational sociology, Faculty 3
collaboratIve research centres, dFg research 
unIts and dFg prIorIty programmes, research 
traInIng groups In 2010
coLLaborative research centres in 2010
CRC 815: Redox Regulation: Generator 
Systems and Functional Consequences
speaker: prof bernhard brüne,
Institute of biochemistry I, Faculty 16
CRC/Transregio 23: Vascular 
Differentiation and Remodelling
coordinated by: prof karl-heinz plate 
edinger Institute, neurological Institute, 
Faculty 16
CRC/Transregio 49: Condensed Matter 
Systems with Variable Many-Body 
Interactions
speaker: prof michael lang 
Institute of physics, Faculty 13
CRC 807: Transport and Communication 
across Biological Membranes
speaker: prof robert tampé,
Institute of biochemistry, Faculty 14
CRC 834 Endothelial Signalling and 
Vascular Repair
speaker: prof Ingrid Fleming,
Institute for vascular signalling, Faculty 16
research Units in 2010
Hospital research unit 129: Mechanisms 
for the Development of Resistance and 
Optimisation of Antiviral Strategies of 
Hepatitis C Virus Including Integrative 
Biomathematical and Bioinformatical 
Models
speaker: prof stefan Zeuzem
medical department I (gastroenterology, 
pneumology/allergology), Faculty 16
Research unit 703: Rift Dynamics, Uplift 
and Climate Change in Equatorial Africa. 
Interdisciplinary Research Linking 
Astenosphere, Lithosphere, Biosphere 
and Atmosphere
speaker: prof georg rümpker
geophysics section, centre for 
Interdisciplinary research on africa,  
Faculty 11
Research unit 784: Signalling with fatty 
acid metabolites and sphingolipids
speaker: prof Josef m. pfeilschifter,
Institute for general pharmaceutics and 
toxicology, Faculty 16
Research unit 1206: Justitia Amplificata: 
Rethinking Justice – Applied and Global
speaker: prof stefan gosepath
»Formation of normative orders« cluster of 
excellence, Faculty 3
priority proGrammes in 2010
DFG priority programme 1236:
Structures and properties of crystals 
at extremely high pressures and 
temperatures
coordinator: prof björn Winkler,
mineralogy section, Faculty 11
DFG priority programme 1293:
Competence models to record individual 
learning outcomes and summarise 
learning processes
coordinator: prof eckhard klieme,
Institute for general educational science 
(We I), Faculty 4
DFG priority programme 1294:
Atmospheric and Earth system research 
with the »High Altitude and Long Range 
Research Aircraft« (HALO)
coordinator: prof Joachim curtius,
Institute for atmospheric and environmental 
sciences, Faculty 1132 33
facULty 9 (LinGUistics, cULtUraL anD civiLisation stUDies,  
art stUDies)
foundation professorship in islamic religion, from the Diyanet 
(office for religious affairs), turkey 
Held by: Prof Ömer Özsoy
 
facULty 10 (moDern LanGUaGes)
ramon Llull foundation professorship in catalan Language and 
culture 
Held by: TBA
 
facULty 11 (Geosciences anD GeoGraphy)
rhein-main-verkehrsverbund Gmbh foundation professorship 
in mobility research 
Held by: Prof Martin Lanzendorf
 
facULty 13 (physics)
Goethe-Leibniz-oerlikon associate professorship for terahertz 
photonics 
Held by: Prof Viktor Krozer
 
facULty 14 (biochemistry, chemistry anD pharmacy)
city solar aG foundation professorship in inorganic and 
analytical chemistry 
Held by: Prof Andreas Terfort
Degussa foundation professorship in organic synthesis 
Held by: TBA
 
facULty 15 (bioLoGicaL sciences)
merck kGaa foundation professorship in biotechnology 
Held by: Prof Helge Bode
aventis foundation professorship in chemical biology 
Held by: Prof Jens Wöhnert /Prof Beatrix Süß
polytechnische Gesellschaft frankfurt am main foundation 
professorship in apiology 
Held by: Prof Bernd Grünewald
facULty 16 (meDicaL science)
frankfurter stiftung für krebskranke kinder foundation 
professorship in experimental paediatric oncology and 
haematology 
Held by: Prof Boris Fehse
hertie foundation professorship in neuro-oncology 
Held by: Prof Joachim Steinbach 
hospital zum heiligen Geist foundation professorship in 
interdisciplinary oncology 
Held by: TBA
kerckhoff clinical professorship 
Held by: Prof Christian Hamm
roche pharma aG foundation professorship in predictive 
molecular markers in Gastroenterological oncology and 
hepatology 
Held by: Prof Jörg Trojan
German José carreras Leukaemia foundation professorship in 
molecular therapy research
 
frankfUrt institUte for aDvanceD stUDies (fias)
Johanna Quandt foundation professorship in basic Life 
sciences research 
Held by: Prof Jochen Triesch
FoundatIon proFessorshIps 
facULty 1 (LaW)
Dresdner bank foundation professorship in national and 
international business Law / Law & finance 
Held by: Prof Andreas Cahn
Dekabank / helaba foundation professorship in banking Law / 
Law and finance 
Held by: Prof Theodor Baums
monetary stability foundation foundation professorship in 
monetary, currency and central bank Law 
Held by: Prof Helmut Siekmann
 
facULty 2 (economics anD bUsiness aDministration)
monetary stability foundation foundation professorship in 
finance and economics 
Held by: Prof Roman Inderst 
monetary stability foundation foundation professorship in 
economics, focusing on monetary economics 
Held by: Prof Stefan Gerlach
e-finance Lab e.v. foundation assistant professorship in 
e-finance & services science 
Held by: Prof Roman Beck
e-finance Lab e.v. foundation assistant professorship in 
business administration, focusing on e-finance and electronic 
markets 
Held by: Prof Oliver Hinz
e-finance Lab e.v. foundation assistant professorship in 
business administration, focusing on e-finance and securities 
trading 
Held by: Prof Jan Muntermann
bvi foundation professorship in business administration, 
focusing on investment, portfolio management and retirement 
schemes 
Held by: Prof Raimond Maurer
t-mobile foundation professorship in business administration, 
focusing on mobile business and multilateral security 
Held by: Prof Kai Rannenberg 
3i foundation professorship in private equity 
Held by: TBA
strothoff foundation professorship in trade marketing 
Held by: Prof Martin Natter
Ubs foundation professorship in finance 
Held by: Prof Holger Kraft
Ubs foundation professorship in business administration, 
focusing on management 
Held by: Prof Lars Schweizer
messe frankfurt foundation professorship in international 
economic policy 
Held by: Prof Matthias Schündeln
foundation assistant professorship in business administration, 
focusing on financial economies, esp. financial markets and 
market microstructure 
Held by: TBA
Detlef hübner foundation professorship in business 
administration, focusing on it-based Logistics 
Held by: TBA
German insurance association (GDv) foundation professorship 
in insurance 
Held by: TBA
eUrex assistant professorship in Derivatives 
Held by: TBA
facULty 4 (eDUcationaL sciences)
bhf-bank-stiftung foundation professorship in 
interdisciplinary Gerontology 
Held by: Prof Frank Oswald
 
facULty 5 (psychoLoGy anD sports sciences)
rudolf steinberg foundation professorship for research into 
childhood teaching and Learning 
Held by: TBA34 35
dIstInguIshed proFessorshIps
facULty 13 (physics)
Josef buchmann foundation professorship in physics
Judah eisenberg Laureate foundation professorship in physics
Gerald kucera family Laureate foundation professorship in physics
stefan Lyson Laureate foundation professorship in physics
rolf and edith sandvoss Laureate chair
vIsItIng FoundatIon proFessorshIps and lectureshIps
facULty 1 (LaW)
commerzbank visiting foundation professorship in Law and 
finance 
Deutsche bank foundation funding for visiting lecturers 
visiting foundation Lectureship in international banking Law 
 
facULty 2 (economics anD bUsiness aDministration)
metzler visiting foundation professorship in international 
financial management
chaire raymond barre: raymond barre visiting foundation 
professorship in french economics and economic policy
 
facULty 3 (sociaL sciences)
alfred Grosser visiting professorship in civil society research
 
facULty 6 (protestant theoLoGy)
visiting professorship in islamic religion, from the Diyanet 
(office for religious affairs)
 
facULty 7 (roman cathoLic theoLoGy)
visiting professorship in intercultural theology
 
facULty 10 (moDern LanGUaGes)
richard Daub foundation: Daub readings on freedom of the 
press and of speech
visiting foundation Lectureship in poetics 
 
facULties 14 (biochemistry, chemistry anD pharmacy)  
anD 16 (meDicaL science)
friedrich merz visiting foundation professorship in 
pharmaceutics and human medicine
aventis foundation rolf sammet visiting foundation 
professorship
aLternatinG facULties
Deutsche bank aG visiting foundation professorship in 
»science and society« 
 
interDiscipLinary centre for east asian stUDies (iZo)
chinese visiting foundation professorship36 37
knoWledge, Facts and FIgures
students
Distribution of students by faculty (2010/2011 winter semester)
faculty
total students*
students
on leave
total female international students
non-tt tt non-tt tt non-tt tt
Law 3,880 - 2,169 - 430 - 61
Economics and Bus. Admin. 4,122 - 1,794 - 812 - 98
Social Sciences 2,790 261 1,450 118 409 5 80
Educational Sciences 2,223 548 1,866 408 277 9 41
Psychol. & Sports Sciences 1,552 307 898 104 121 4 22
Protestant Theology 457 110 279 76 53 1 4
Roman Catholic Theology 125 105 58 73 18 5 2
Philosophy & History 1,649 472 737 231 157 16 21
Ling., Cult. & Civ. Stud., Art 2,625 288 1,854 215 288 10 59
Modern Languages 2,906 1,908 2,243 1,453 517 133 125
Geosc. and Geography 1,377 162 625 92 121 10 10
Comp. Sc. & Mathematics 1,602 1,157 524 872 264 33 29
Physics 1,035 82 249 36 128 3 6
Biochem., Chem. & Pharm. 1,972 134 1,123 74 241 4 15
Biological Sciences 1,066 239 656 158 80 5 8
Medical Science 3,682 - 2,266 - 444 - 16
total 33,063 5,773 18,791 3,910 4,360 238 597
* Students incl. those on leave
TT = Teacher Training
deFInItIons and general notes
students: Students include all matriculated people (»headcount«) whatever their 
branch of study, their qualification or their type of course. 
The main subject of the first degree programme taken by each matriculated student 
counts.
students on leave: Students who are matriculated at the university but do not provide 
or make use of any services.
students in the first semester of their subject: All students studying their subject for 
their first semester, whatever other semesters they have studied at university.
German or international students with foreign qualifications: German and interna-
tional students who have gained their university entrance qualification abroad or on a 
Studienkolleg preparatory course.
teaching qualifications – the following teaching qualifications are covered: 
Primary school (Grundschule)
Secondary school to Year 10 (Hauptschule, Realschule)
Secondary school to Year 12/13 (Gymnasium)
SEN (special educational needs) schools (Förderschule)
and corresponding extensions.
note: The following lists exclude students with DSH German language test and 
university entrance exam
overview:
Students incl. those on leave in 2010/11 winter semester:   38,836
Students excl. those on leave in 2010/11 winter semester:   38,239
of whom students not including trainee teachers:   32,554
of whom trainee teachers only:   5,68538 39
Development of student figures for winter semester 2006/2007 – winter semester 2010/2011
Total students    36,304 32,849 34,305 36,630 38,836
of whom women   20,942 18,826 19,885 21,319 22,701
of whom on leave   -  -  -  775 597
Students in 1st sem.*   6,061 4,796 6,189 6,984 8,245
of whom women   3,592 2,879 3,609 4,123 4,879
semester Ws 2006/07 Ws 2007/08 Ws 2008/09 Ws 2009/10 Ws 2010/11
40,000
38,000
36,000
34,000
32,000
30,000
WS 2006/07 WS 2007/08 WS 2008/09 WS 2009/10 WS 2010/11
* excluding students on leave
Distribution of active students* by country of origin, 2010/2011 winter semester
Algeria 6
Benin 3
Burkina-Faso 4
Cameroon 49
Comoros 5
Congo 3
Egypt 27
Equatorial Guinea 1
Eritrea 6
Ethiopia 7
Gabon 1
Ghana 6
Guinea 3
Ivory Coast 5
Kenya 21
Libya 2
Madagascar 5
Mauritius 2
Morocco 157
Mozambique 1
Nigeria 11
Rwanda 1
Senegal 4
Somalia 1
South Africa 6
Sudan 5
Togo 5
Tunisia 25
Uganda 4
Zimbabwe 4
380
africa
Argentina 6
Bolivia 5
Brazil 81
Canada 12
Chile 19
Columbia 42
Costa Rica 4
Cuba 6
El Salvador 2
Equador 7
Guatemala 2
Haiti 2
Jamaica 1
Mexico 18
Panama 3
Paraguay 3
Peru 46
Uruguay 1
USA 81
Venezuela 12
353
america
Australia 3
New Zealand 2
N/A 1
Stateless 6
Unknown 12
24
australia/other
Afghanistan 40
Armenia 23
Azerbaijan 11
Bangladesh 6
China 309
Georgia 90
India 93
Indonesia 46
Iran 155
Iraq 7
Israel 23
Japan 38
Jordan 11
Kazakhstan 28
Kuwait 1
Kyrgyzstan 31
Lebanon 10
Malaysia 1
Mongolia 28
Nepal 24
North Korea 2
Pakistan 36
Palestine territories 3
Philippines 4
Qatar 1
Rest of Asia 8
Saudi Arabia 5
Singapore 7
South Korea 133
Sri Lanka 6
Syria 29
Taiwan 27
Tajikistan 2
Thailand 16
Turkmenistan 2
Uzbekistan 37
Vietnam 95
Yemen 7
  1,395
asia
Albania 47
Austria 84
Belarus 83
Belgium 11
Bosnia and Herzegovina 135
Britain 73
Bulgaria 296
Croatia 252
Cyprus 6
Czech Republic 53
Denmark 10
Estonia 12
Finland 24
France 87
Germany 32,390
Greece 211
Hungary 45
Iceland 1
Ireland 9
Italy 247
Latvia 29
Lithuania 67
Luxembourg 21
Macedonia 27
Moldova 41
Netherlands 25
Norway 5
Poland 361
Portugal 60
Romania 113
Russian Federation 332
Serbia 
Montenegro
former Yugoslavia 132
Slovakia 87
Slovenia 15
Spain 101
Sweden 11
Switzerland 25
Turkey 787
Ukraine 369
36,684
europe
* including those on leave
faculty
students in the first semester of their subject*
total female st. with foreign quals
non-tt tt non-tt tt non-tt tt
Law 511 - 307 - 111 -
Economics and Bus. Admin. 942 - 445 - 241 -
Social Sciences 604 72 360 40 100 2
Educational Sciences 286 126 235 93 34 2
Psychol. & Sports Sciences 506 80 233 31 23 1
Protestant Theology 116 28 68 21 9 1
Roman Catholic Theology 34 20 13 14 3 1
Philosophy & History 384 81 198 50 51 1
Ling., Cult. & Civ. Stud., Art 837 55 603 39 87 1
Modern Languages 549 249 431 202 96 17
Geosc. and Geography 466 40 245 23 40 4
Comp. Sc. & Mathematics 508 209 187 172 61 1
Physics 238 17 67 9 30 -
Biochem., Chem. & Pharm. 390 30 221 16 49 -
Biological Sciences 238 30 155 23 15 1
Medical Science 599 - 378 - 75 -
total 7,208 1,037 4,146 733 1,025 32
Distribution of students in their first year in their subject, by faculty (2010/2011 winter semester)
* excluding students on leave
TT = Teacher Training40 41
Graduates achieving other qualifications at a professional level, in higher education or in continuing education
QualIFIcatIons
Graduates from their first degree course at a professional level in 2010 academic year*
Law 93 125 - - 115 132 - -
Economics and Business Administration 439 357 - - 424 306 - -
Social Sciences 117 137 10 15 111 128 16 9
Educational Sciences 69 297 28 78 42 258 6 48
Psychology and Sports Sciences 96 134 34 25 99 142 25 28
Protestant Theology 6 24 3 14 5 25 4 18
Roman Catholic Theology 7 13 6 10 2 13 2 12
Philosophy and History 67 57 34 25 54 71 20 31
Linguistics, Cult. and Civ. Stud., Art Stud. 67 150 17 41 59 193 6 28
Modern Languages 96 504 43 305 119 455 60 270
Geosciences and Geography 35 38 6 9 46 60 10 19
Computer Science and Mathematics 96 76 27 58 76 76 18 49
Physics 34 14 3 2 31 11 5 4
Biochemistry, Chemistry, Pharmacy 71 131 6 5 79 141 1 6
Biological Sciences 64 102 10 29 89 120 9 22
Medical Science 138 204 - - 142 241 - -
total 1,495 2,363 227 616 1,493 2,372 182 544
Percentage 39 % 61 % 6 % 16 % 39 % 61 % 5 % 14 %
2009 2010*
total graduates of whom tts only** total graduates of whom tts only**
m f m f m f m f
faculties
* 2010 academic year = 2009/10 winter semester and 2010 summer semester
**TTs = trainee teachers
This covers graduates completing their first degree course at a professional level (Bachelor‘s, Magister, qualified teacher status, Diplom) however long they take.
The type of course refers to the first degree.
Law 19 22 - - 21 31 - -
Economics and Business Administration - 1 - - 1 - - -
Social sciences 2 2 2 1 1 4 - 1
Educational Sciences 2 - 2 - 1 5 - -
Psychology and Sports Sciences 3 8 3 8 - 1 - 1
Protestant Theology - 4 - 4 - - - -
Roman Catholic Theology - 4 - 4 - 1 - 1
Philosophy and History 5 7 5 7 6 2 6 2
Linguistics, Cult. and Civ. Stud., Art Stud. 2 5 2 3 2 5 - 2
Modern Languages 2 22 2 21 - 4 - 3
Geosciences and Geography 1 2 1 2 - - - -
Computer Science and Mathematics 1 4 1 4 3 1 - -
Physics - 1 - 1 - - - -
Biochemistry, Chemistry, Pharmacy - - - - 6 4 - -
Biological Sciences - 1 - - - - - -
Medical Science - - - - - - - -
total 37 83 18 55 41 58 6 10
2009 academic year 2010 academic year*
total graduates of whom tts only** total graduates of whom tts only**
m f m f m f m f
faculties
*  2010 academic year = 2009/10 winter semester and 2010 summer 
semester
**  TTs = trainee teachers“
This covers graduates achieving other qualifications at a professional 
level, in higher education or in continuing education (Bachelor‘s, Ma-
gister, qualified teacher status, Diplom, Master‘s) however long they 
take. The type of course refers to whether it is their second degree, a 
postgraduate degree, an extension course, an enhancement course, 
a refresher course, a continuing education course or a consecutive 
Master‘s.
Students repeating a course to improve their marks are not included
Doctorates are not included
Law 71 5 77 7 73 1 64 1 56 3
Economics and Business Administration 49 6 31 4 44 0 33 2 38 2
Social sciences 19 4 11 2 25 2 18 3 25 0
Educational Sciences 14 0 15 1 16 1 9 0 15 1
Psychology and Sports Sciences 7 1 18 2 8 2 19 1 7 2
Protestant Theology 4 2 4 1 3 0 6 0 2 0
Roman Catholic Theology 4 0 11 0 6 0 8 0 5 0
Philosophy and History 23 2 13 2 22 4 26 5 20 4
Linguistics, Cult. and Civ. Stud., Art Stud. 28 1 27 5 18 3 18 5 18 4
Modern Languages 24 2 21 2 13 2 19 4 11 5
Geosciences and Geography 11 1 9 1 12 5 14 0 13 0
Computer Science and Mathematics 8 1 14 0 9 0 14 0 13 0
Physics 26 0 20 3 32 2 26 1 32 1
Biochemistry, Chemistry, Pharmacy 101 0 87 4 77 1 99 1 91 3
Biological Sciences 38 1 35 2 54 2 55 2 49 1
Medical Science 210 28 172 24 176 25 172 22 208 26
total 637 54 565 60 588 50 600 47 603 52
faculties
Doctoral and professoral graduates in the 2006 – 2010* academic years
* 2010 academic year = 2009/10 winter semester and 2010 summer semester
all doctoral graduates are included, however long they have taken
Doctorate qualification: Awarding of a Doctor title
2006 2007 2008 2009 2010*
Doctorates Lect. q. Doctorates Lect. q. Doctorates Lect. q. Doctorates Lect. q. Doctorates Lect. q.42 43
staFF
Staff positions at Goethe University (autumn 2010)
The table shows appointments taken up in the year stated; these may have been accepted the year before
(e.g. offer made in Dec. 2006, offer taken up in Jan. 2007)
* Academic assistants are classed as W2/W1 positions until they leave
Law 1 0 0 % 3 0 0 % 3 2 67 %
Economics and Business Administration 8 3 38 % 2 1 50 % 7 0 0 %
Social Sciences 3 1 33 % 6 3 50 % 3 1 33 %
Educational Sciences 2 1 50 % 3 2 67 % 4 3 75 %
Psychology and Sports Sciences 1 0 0 % 7 4 57 % 2 0 0 %
Protestant Theology 0 0 0 % 2 0 0 % 1 1 100 %
Roman Catholic Theology 0 0 0 % 0 0 0 % 0 0 0 %
Philosophy and History 4 2 50 % 0 0 0 % 0 0 0 %
Linguistics, Cult. and Civ. Studies, Art Studies 3 0 0 % 3 2 67 % 2 1 50 %
Modern Languages 0 0 0 % 3 2 67 % 8 4 50 %
Geosciences and Geography 4 1 25 % 1 1 100 % 2 0 0 %
Computer Science and Mathematics 4 0 0 % 5 1 20 % 8 1 13 %
Physics 2 0 0 % 2 0 0 % 7 0 0 %
Biochemistry, Chemistry, Pharmacy 3 0 0 % 1 0 0 % 1 0 0 %
Biological Sciences 1 0 0 % 1 0 0 % 8 3 38 %
Medical Science 10 4 40 % 10 3 30 % 8 2 25 %
total 46 12 26 % 49 19 39 % 64 18 28 %
faculties
Appointments 2008 – 2010
2008 2009 2010
appts 
accepted
of whom 
women
% of women appts 
accepted
of whom 
women
% of women appts 
accepted
of whom 
women
% of women
Law 31 - 6 37 4 54.8 58.8 95.8 29 124.8
Economics and Business Administration 43 9 13 65 10 96.8 106.8 171.8 46.2 217.9
Social Sciences 26 7 5 38 1 45 46 84 21.2 104.7
Educational Sciences 18 6 3 27 0.5 31 31 58 15 73
Psychology and Sports Sciences 19 9 6 34 5 38 42.5 76.5 34.8 111.3
Protestant Theology 6 - - 6 - 6 6 12 4 16
Roman Catholic Theology 8 - - 8 1 4 5 13 3.5 16.5
Philosophy and History 20 4 5 29 5 18 23 52 15.7 67.2
Linguistics, Cult. and Civ. Stud., Art Stud. 23 9 10 42 2 41.2 43.2 85.2 26.3 111.5
Modern Languages 32 15 7 54 1 77 78 132 23.4 154.9
Geosciences and Geography 25 11 3 39 11 39 50 89 42.3 131.3
Computer Science and Mathematics 24 14 6 44 5 50 55 98 26.8 125
Physics 21 8 5 34 1 59.5 60.5 94.5 82.8 177.3
Biochemistry, Chemistry and Pharmacy 27 12 4 43 1 100.4 101.4 144.4 102.8 247.2
Biological Sciences 23 11 6 40 3 39 42 82 122.8 204.8
Medical Science 78 35 10 123 8 73.9 81.9 204.9 119 323.7
Central operating centres - - - - - 0 0 0 430.2 430.2
Administration - - - - - - - - 406 406
total 424 150 89 663 58.5 770.5 829 1,491.7 1,551.4 3,043.1
faculties
professorships academic staff ttl.
acad.
staff
admin. 
staff
total
positions W3 W2 W1 ttl. temp. ac. 
cclrs
ac. empl. ttl. 
unIversIty budget
revenue in euro
Consumptive and Investment State Subsidy 306,327,450
QA Funding 1 18,414,968
Innovation Fund 3,922,000
Hochschulpakt 2020 4,500,000
total revenue 333,164,418
Source and application of funds, 2010
expenditure in euro 
Material Costs 2 107,613,658
Staff Expenditure 2 201,581,482
QA Funds (material costs and staff exp.) 19,579,029
Interdepartmental Cost Allocation 1,133,053
total expenditure 329,907,222
1 Fund to improve quality of degree course conditions and of teaching
2 Incl. expenditure from the Innovation Fund and Hochschulpakt 2020 funding.44 45
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external FundIng Internal FundIng dIstrIbutIon model
Law 5,575,720
Economics and Business Administration 10,173,287
Social Sciences 2,996,496
Educational Sciences 2,419,522
Psychology and Sports Sciences 2,361,236
Protestant Theology 120,586
Roman Catholic Theology 216,348
Philosophy and History 1,757,488
Linguistics, Cult. and Civ. Stud., Art Stud. 3,232,288
Modern Languages 1,694,678
Geosciences and Geography 5,145,732
Computer Science and Mathematics 3,102,398
Physics 10,374,500
Biochemistry, Chemistry and Pharmacy 10,572,346
Biological Sciences 7,743,644
Medical Science 44,927,987
faculties total 112,414,255
Other Facilities2 12,377,264
overall result 124,791,519
External funding for 2010 in euro (excluding LOEWE)
faculties/other facilities external funding, 2010 1
1 Without faculty-specific distribution of external funding from collaborative research centres, clusters of excellence, etc.
2 incl. programme allowances of €4.2 million46 47
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External funding expenditure by funding body in euros, 2006 – 2010
DFG Funds 33,754,028 44,693,624 42,132,212 55,337,683 45,836,792
of which funds from Inits. for Exc. 3,436,840 7,463,283 11,067,435 7,876,781
EU Funds 10,099,717 7,294,181 14,440,767 13,974,545 12,369,469
Federal Funds 8,467,527 8,793,979 8,673,287 11,167,687 12,834,754
Industry Funds 15,404,774 21,551,064 21,700,460 23,198,207 18,549,836
Contract Research 9,047,340 11,760,248 11,430,501 13,899,799 12,683,765
Donations 6,954,494 9,598,230 11,446,733 9,851,740 9,790,682
Other 6,433,596 8,793,204 10,422,571 10,016,094 12,726,221
total for entire University 90,161,476 112,484,530 120,246,531 137,445,756 124,791,519
of which Medicine 30,303,204 45,311,665 41,993,679 47,844,184 44,927,987
Core university 59,858,273 67,172,865 78,252,852 89,601,572 79,863,532
2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
External funding expenditure in millions of euros, 
2006 – 2010
industry funds
contract research
Donations
other
federal funds
eU funds
DfG funds
01 Law incl. Institute for Law and Finance 1,415,274 1,857,997 3,160,843 6,537,790 8,860,185
02 Economics and Business Administration 4,765,208 4,498,173 5,723,605 6,255,497 7,550,844
03 Social Sciences  920,562 710,701 930,785 1,402,442 2,927,705
04 Educational Sciences  747,855 634,565 543,477 905,736 1,467,823
05 Psychology and Sports Sciences   1,425,513 1,429,646 1,587,869 1,971,020 2,379,858
06 Protestant Theology  237,732 286,669 313,419 428,585 179,528
07 Roman Catholic Theology  222,448 194,337 257,797 209,969 226,328
08 Philosophy and History  1,804,864 2,684,331 2,412,211 2,481,706 2,387,251
09 Linguistics, Cultural and Civilisation Studies, Art Studies  2,416,777 2,492,975 2,698,832 2,762,792 3,296,404
10 Modern Languages  1,179,205 1,511,477 1,360,373 1,768,451 1,822,212
11 Geosciences and Geography 4,665,193 4,463,546 6,545,603 4,666,418 5,231,743
12 Computer Science and Mathematics  1,793,532 1,619,935 1,339,710 2,485,691 2,938,000
13 Physics incl. FIAS 7,092,639 7,947,983 10,618,134 9,529,446 10,727,322
14 Biochemistry, Chemistry and Pharmacy  15,376,686 13,847,739 17,577,466 17,487,564 11,793,134
15 Biological Sciences  3,957,619 5,450,638 7,463,185 8,096,433 7,688,273
16 Medical Science 30,885,091 39,870,477 39,934,209 42,168,708 42,473,259
Scientific centres  1,181,526 674,810 1,816,257 824,730 672,928
Library System 17,310,228 6,912,660 5,575,358 6,499,886 6,590,012
Central Technological Operating Centres 38,631 259,051 335,428 380,693 490,281
Administration 2,475,254 1,823,768 4,518,956 3,383,474 1,874,531
overall result 99,911,836 99,171,478 114,713,520 120,247,031 121,577,622
External funding expenditure in euros, 2006 – 2010
faculties / other and scientific facilities 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
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explanation: report without faculty-specific distribu-
tion of external fund expenditure from collaborative 
research centres, clusters of excellence, etc. since 
the start of 2006, the institute for computer science has 
been part of the mathematics faculty; before it was part 
of the biology faculty. from 2008, the institute for ad-
vanced studies in the human sciences will be included 
among the scientific centres.
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